Nigel was born in Wellington (21 July 1943) By the mid-1980s Nigel had gained an international reputation in seismic analysis and design and was lured in 1986 to a chair in Structural Engineering in the Department of Applied Mechanics and Engineering Sciences at the University of California, San Diego where he remained for 14 years. Over this period his research covered prestressed multi-storey buildings and prestressed bridges, culminating in the publication of two books "Seismic Design of Reinforced Concrete and Masonry Buildings" (with Prof. Tom Paulay) and "Seismic Design and Retrofit of Bridges" (with Frieder Seible and Michele Calvi). In 2007 his third book "Displacement Based Seismic Design of Structures" (with Calvi and Mervyn Kowalsky) was published. Nigel did extensive work over the last two decades developing the displacement-based design method which today is rapidly replacing the traditional force-based design method extensively used over the last 60 years or so. All three books are state-of-the-art tomes and are extensively used by both practitioners and in university courses around the world. His published technical papers total more than 450. Nigel supervised 27 PhD students and numerous ME and MS students during his academic career at UoC and San Diego.
I will remember Nigel as a close friend and colleague, a person of brilliant intellect, full of innovative ideas and interested in all things structural. The world of seismic structural design has truly lost a remarkable man. He is survived by his wife Jan, daughters Rebecca, Rachel and Ana and son Sefton.
